Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BONN 15356 161833Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 /051W 

128414 170456Z/20 

R 161816Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1508 
INFO AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

UNCLAS BONN 15356 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: GARDENWORKERS KICK OFF LABOR'S FALL CONVEN- 
TION SEASON 

1 . SUMMARY: THE GGLF CONVENTION WAS OVERSHADOWED 
BY THE SCHLEYER KIDNAPPING, AND CONTAINED FEW SURPRI 
SES. THE INCUMBENT PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT WERE 
REFLECTED AND A NEWCOMER FROM THE SAARLAND WAS ELECTED 
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AS THE OTHER VICE PRESIDENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE GEWERKSCHAFT GARTENBAU, LAND- UND FORSTWIRT 
SCHAFT, A GERMAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION (DGB) AFFILIATE, 

HAD THEIR ELEVENTH CONVENTION IN MALF.NTF. FROM 11-14 
SEPTEMBER. WILLI LOJEWSKI, THE UNION PRESIDENT SINCE 
1975, WAS OVERWHELMINGLY REELECTED. JOSEF ROTHKOPF 
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WAS ALSO REELECTED TO HIS POSITION AS VICE PRESIDENT. 

GOLF AREA MANAGER FOR THE SAARLAND. WERNER WANDERNOTH, 
WAS ELECTED AS THE OTHER VICE PRESIDENT FOR THE FIRST 
TIME. THE 47 YEAR OLD WANDERNOTH WAS OPPOSED BY TWO 
OTHER CANDIDATES BUT HE WON WITH TWO THIRDS OF THE 
DELEGATE VOTES CAST. 

3. THE CONVENTION WAS OVERSHADOWED BY THE SCHLEYER 
KIDNAPPING AND MOST OF THE SPEECHES TOUCHED UPON THIS. 

THE NOTABLE FIRSTS. HOWEVER, WERE THE ATTENDANCE BY 
FARMERS ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT VON HF.F, REMAN AND A RE- 
PRESENTATIVE FROM THE SPANISH LABOR MOVEMENT. 

4. THE CONVENTION WAS WELL MANAGED AND CONTAINED FEW 
SURPRISES. THE RISE IN UNION MEMBERSHIP AFTER MANY 
YEARS OF DECLINE WAS WELCOMED. DEMANDS FOR PAY COM- 
PARABILITY WITH INDUSTRIAL WORKERS WERE MADE. THE 
PROBLEM OF YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT OVERALL, BUT PARTICU- 
LARLY IN AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY, WAS EXAMINED, BUT 
NO UNIQUELY GGLF POSITION EMERGED - I.E., THE GGLF 

WILL SUPPORT THE DGB LINE. 

MEEHAN 
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